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STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

1 - 3 (Previously Canceled) 
4-9 (Being Withdrawn) 
1 0. (Previously Canceled) 


9V 


1 1 . (Currently Amended) A contaif^er, said container having a 
body portion v^lh a closed bottom, a neck port iop( axial Iv positioned above said 
body portion, said neck portion tapering inv^ardly as it extends av^ay from said 
body portion, and a closure-receiving finish portion, said neck portion being - ' 
positioned between said body portion and said finish portion, said container 
being adapted to a hold a large volume of a liquid, being formed in a single 
piece by molding from a thermoplastic material that has at least an innermost-^ 
layer of PET, said container further having j|io opening extending laterally ^ 
therethrough and havingj. gciping-featureljl^rn^^ a spaced apart pair of ^ 
opposed gripping panels that extend into Sjaid container ^nd extend parallel to 
one another ltiie &^B6^^JoB\>NQBn said gripping panels beinqj uniform in width 
along an axial length portion of said qripp nq feature an^ the space(S) between 


gripping panels being no more than 2-1/2 

wherein said body portion is generally circular ir|i cross- 
section, and said gripping panels extend into saidcontainer in said nleck portion; 


and 


in.; ^ 


said body portion has a diameter of at least 4-1 /4 in. - . .- 
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(Original) A contairiGfr according lo claim 1 1 . wherein: 
said container ms an interna[capacil>;_^of_a^^^^^ 
13. (Original) A container according to claim 12 v/herein: 

each of said grip ping panels is concave in cross-section. 
'{ 1 4. (Previously Amended) A container according to claim 1 3 
wherein; 

a ratio of the space between opposed gripping panels, as 
measured between depths of said grip 3ing panels, to the major lateral extent of 
said container does not exceed 0.55, 

1 5. (Original) A containe r according to claim 14 wherein said ratio 
is at least 0.35. 

1 6. (Original) A container according to claim 1 5 wherein said ratio 
is approximately 0.41. 

17. ^ (Previously Canceled) 

1 8. ^ (Previously Canceled) 
19^ (Previously Canceled) 
20. (Previously Added) 

wherein: 

said neck portion is 

with a large width end and a smaller wldti opposed[end^sa^^ gripping 
panels extending into said neck portion from said opposed end 


A container according to claim 1 1 


generally non-circular in cross-section 


JUL: 15-2003 TUE 08:45 AH EtICH ET. AL. 


FAX NO .419 243 8502 


P, 07 


\ 

0 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


17656(01172) 


21 . (Previously Added) A container according to claim 1 1 

wherein: / 

said container is adapted for packaging a still beverage that 
is introduced, while hot, into the container and is sealed in the container by 
applying a closure to the finish portion of the container while the beverage is still 
hot, said body portion having a circumferentially spaced apart plurality of 
inwardly projecting panels for partial collapsing to accommodate shrinkage of 
the packaged beverage as it cqoIs. 
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